
 

 

 
 

June 28, 2021 
 

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
425 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Tina Smith 
United States Senate 
720 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Michelle Fischbach 
United States House of Representatives 
1237 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Tom Emmer 
United States House of Representatives 
315 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Jim Hagedorn 
United States House of Representatives 
325 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Angie Craig 
United States House of Representatives 
1523 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 

The Honorable Betty McCollum 
Minnesota House of Representatives 
2256 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Pete Stauber 
United States House of Representatives 
126 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Ilhan Omar 
United States House of Representatives 
1517 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Dean Phillips 
United States House of Representatives 
1305 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Re:  Restaurant Revitalization Fund Expansion 
 
Dear U.S. Senators and Representatives of Minnesota: 
 
We write to request that you take action to support and co-author (if you have not already) bipartisan 
legislation to expand the Restaurant Revitalization Fund (“RRF”) introduced by Sens. Kyrsten Sinema (D-
AZ) and Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Reps. Earl Blumenauer (D-PA) and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA). 
 
The U.S. Small Business Association (“SBA”) received requests that are three times the amount of the 
program’s allocated funding.  This bipartisan legislation would add an additional $60 billion to the 
program to meet the need of these businesses that are critical engines for our economy. 
 
Minnesota restaurants and foodservice businesses have been decimated by the pandemic and resultant 
shutdowns, losing a projected $3 billion in revenue last year, while financial obligations continued unabated 
for rent, mortgage, insurance, utilities, vendors and even taxes.  This has left many operators facing 
significant debt.  While these businesses are now allowed to be open at 100%, their financial survival and 
recovery is far from assured.  According to a May survey conducted by the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Minneapolis, Explore Minnesota Tourism and Hospitality Minnesota, 58% of restaurants remain in 
jeopardy of financial collapse/insolvency within the next 6-12 months: 
 
 



 

 

58% are in jeopardy of insolvency within 6-12 months 

 
 

A multi-year recovery is projected as 56% Minnesota foodservice operators indicate that at the current 
trajectory, business conditions will not return to pre-pandemic levels until 2022 or later: 
 

56% Project pre-pandemic business conditions won’t return until 2022 or later 

 
 
Given the razor thin margins in this industry (typically 2-5% as compared to 10% for other small businesses 
in America) there is a serious question as to whether operators will be able to survive long enough to recover 
and dig out from under the mountain of debt without further economic assistance. Multiple business 
shutdowns and the resulting major loss of revenue has left many operators unable to secure bank loans to 
cover ongoing facilities and equipment maintenance needed to remain a going concern. 
 
Minnesota’s hospitality industry broadly employs one-in-ten Minnesotans in normal economic conditions, 
and it is in everyone’s interest to work together to hasten the economic recovery.  Currently the industry is 
still down 80,000 jobs from pre-pandemic levels.  Minnesota’s economy, workers and government rely on 
this industry to generate over $16 billion in economic activity annually, 20% of the sales tax, and 
employment for 300,000 Minnesotans.  The broader economic impacts and benefits for passing additional 
RRF funding are clear and compelling.  
 
Please take action today to support this legislation and become a co-author.  Let us know if you have any 
questions or if we can be of additional assistance to you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Liz Rammer 
President and CEO 


